
Coptic



The Term Copt 

Hak-ka-Ptah Pharaonic Name The house of god Ptah 

AigyptosGreek Name

gypt

Gibt or Qibt 
or CoptEgypt



Direct descendants of the Pharaohs. 
Who Are the Copts? 

Caphtorim dwelled near Memphis in Nile 
Valley. [Gen 10]
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• Coptic Language/Alphabets 

Pictographic:
1. Hieroglyphic (sacred) 
2. Hieratic (strictly for liturgies –
    priests & scribes) 
3. Demotic (spoken) 

Alphabetic: 
Greek (in 150 BC) transliterated 
the demotic using their 25 Greek 
alphabets plus 7 other letters 
derived from the demotic sound



HIEROGLYPHICS



Coptic Alphabetϣⲟϫⲣⲏ



Ø 2nd Century: All religious 
    documents written in Coptic. 

Ø 706 AD: Arabic language became the official 
language. 

Ø 17Th Century: Pure Coptic language was 
pushed southward. 

Ø Now: Coptic language is mostly practiced in 
Church Liturgies. 

• The History of Coptic Language:



Coptic Keyboard
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Coptic has 7 vowels: ⲁ - ⲉ - ⲏ – ⲓ/ⲩ - ⲟ - ⲱ   

What is a vowel?
The English vowels a, e, i, o, u
Vowels are letter you say without closing any part of your mouth 
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ⲁⲃⲃⲁ ϩⲏⲇⲣⲁ ⲡⲓⲁⲛⲁⲭⲱⲣⲓ+ⲏⲥ 











If it’s after: 
ⲥ - ⲧ - ϣ

ⲙⲁⲧⲑⲉⲟⲥ
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If it’s after: 
ⲥ - ⲧ - ϣ
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Am3n =al: Do7apatri ke viw ke ajiw `pnevmati

Ke nvn ke ai ke ictovc `ewnac twn eovnon am3n

Tenw2 ebol engw `mmoc ge w Pensoic I=3c P=xc

Cmov enimov `m`fiarov

mare peknai nem tekhir3n3 oi `ncobt `mpeklaoc

Cw5 `mmon ovoh nai nan : =ke =ke : kvrie evlojicon 
am3n : cmov eroi= cmov eroi ic

5metanoia : xw n3i ebol : gw `mpi`cmov
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